THE WILL

my partner/ cried Marvel, * for you have all the coolness and
prudence that I want.'

c And you have all the quickness and ingenuity that I want/
replied Wright; < so, between us, we should indeed, as you
say, make good partners.'

A partnership was soon established between Wright and
Marvel. The woad apparatus, which belonged to Wright's
father-in-law, was given up to the creditors to pay the debts ;
but none of these creditors understood the management of it,
or were willing to engage in it, lest they should ruin themselves.
Marvel prevailed upon Wright to keep it in his own hands :
and the creditors, who had been well satisfied by his wife's
conduct towards them, and who had great confidence in his
character for prudence, relinquished their claims upon the
property, and trusted to Wright's promise that they should be
gradually paid by instalments.

4 See what it is to have chosen a good wife,' said Wright.
< Good character is often better than good fortune.'

The wife returned the husband's compliment; but we must
pass over such unfashionable conversation, and proceed with
our story.

The reader may recollect our mentioning a little boy, who
carried a message from Wright to Miss Banks the clay that he
called upon her, on his return from York. She had been very
good to this boy, and he was of a grateful temper. After he
left her father's service, he was hired by a gentleman, who
lived near Spakling, and for some time she had heard nothing
of him : but, about a year after she was married, his master paid
a visit in Lincolnshire, and the lad early one morning came to
see his *-old young mistress} He came so very early that
none of the family were stirring, except Marvel, who had risen
by daybreak to finish some repairs that he was making in the
woad apparatus. He recognised the boy the moment he saw
him, and welcomed him with his usual good-nature.

c Ah, sir!' said the lad, c I be's glad to see things going on
here again. I be's main glad to hear how young mistress is
happy ! But I must be back afore my own present master be's
up; so will you be pleased to give my sarvice and duty, and
here's a little sort of a tea-chest for her, that I made with the
help of a fellow-sarvant of mine. If so be she'll think well of
taking it, 1 should be very proud : it has a lock and key and all.'
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